isr. Leonard Downie, Jr., ececutive djSltor 
The Washington Post 
1150 15 St., MW 
Washington, DC 20t/?l 

Dear ^r. Downie, 


Harold Welsberg 
7627 Old Receiver Rd. 
Frederick, MD 21702 


jerick, MD 2 


It took very little time after you got my letter of the 12th before the Post once 


again demons trated that on assassination stories, little truth as there is, the supply 
still exceeds the demand. 


Today it is with more than a full pagejf that y despite Jeffrey Frank's care to present 
two didos, will still sell a book that i3 an obvious ffaud. 

While the Post, despite what you told %rd about reporting books as news when they 
hold news, continues^ to ropjtjr on a book that proves beyond question that the most 
uccessful and most media-adored assassination books with the possible exception of 
Manchester's is of deliberate, commercialized dishonesty. Or to mention this exposure 
in a Be view. 

While Ragano was counsel to the mob people he was al30 an informer for the FBI. 
"Ragano remembers a conversation tint took place in a car with Marcello and jbraffi- 
ennte, " t- day's story quotas liim as saying, and that Trafficante told “arcello tliat 
they would be blamed for killing the President. Ragano then said that "both of them 
looked like the cats that ate canaries." 

That is the opposite of wliat Ragano told the FBI, tliat page enclosed. 

“tech, no doubt, establishes his credibility and the worth of his book for a full 
page and more in the Post. 

The Post also quoiT' D3 Washington lawyer Ronald Goldfarb, who has a coming book to 

promote, as saying tliat what Ragano /says does "line jtp with othes things you know are 

so." For this to liafb any meaning those "things" have to be fact relating to the assassi- 

. 

nation. I am confident Goldfarb has no basis at all for g^sayini^ any such thing. 

Robert Blakoy, who led the House assassins committee on a futile search for proof 
of his preconception, tliat the mob did it, is quoted as endorsing Ragano from his "study. 


Depite the rights of the House tliat private citizens do not have Blakey got many thous- 
ands of pages of assassination records fewer tten I did byi a series of FOIA. lawsuits. He 
(buld have gotten more, ^e did not went them. |Ie did get a great volume of mob records. 
And witli them was able to prgye nothing, ^'tes is the basis of his endorsement of Ragan&'s 
fiction for ripping off the public mind^with the public pocket. ^ 

^^OKmrcializatiori and exploitation of the great tragedy the Post now helps succeed. 
Or, /raud is nj^.is, truth is not? Regretfully 



Harold Weisberg 






